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I. Abstract 

An access-limiting door lever stopper includes two parts; a downward stopper and an upward 
stopper. This invention is symmetrical and will work for both left-handed and right-handed 
hinged doors* This invention works in application by capturing an existing door lever and 
limiting rotation by using the existing door stop. With the device installed and the door closed, if 
the lever is rotated in either direction, a jamb post on either the downward stopper or the upward 
stopper will engage the door stop resisting further rotation. An operator of sufficient means may 
open the door when rotating the door lever upward. 

II. Background of Invention 

If small children or the mentally infirmed are allowed to open a door and to exit from a secure 
area by turning the door lever a potential danger to their well-being arises. This device is 
primarily used to prevent children from access to and from certain rooms in a home. 

Accordingly, there exists today a need for a removable door lever stopper that is easy to apply 
and remove by a caregiver and yet is difficult to remove by the person for whom access is to be 
restricted. Clearly, such an apparatus is a useful and desirable device. 

As far as the Applicant is aware door lever stoppers have not been achieved in the past, however, 
rotary knob covers are, in general, known. 

III. Object of the Invention 

An adult parent may wish to keep certain rooms, closets, or cabinets in the home off limits. 
Child uiiaiiiies res^uUiiig frum LuilcL buwl disowning, ingestion of poisons or overdoses of other 
substances are common enou^ to take adequate precautions to prevent children from access to 
contents of certain rooms. 

It is. an object of the present invention to provide a door lever stopper which is simple in 
construction and has a minimimi of moving parts but which, at the same time, requires 
consecutive actions which are beyond the capability of a child. 

IV. Brief Description of the Drawings 

An embodiment of the invention is described below depicting aright-handed door situation with 
reference to the accompanying drawings, in which: 

FIG. 1 is a top view of the assembly including a lever 20, door 14 cutaway, door stop 18 
cutaway, and a door jamb 16 cutaway for reference; 




FIG. 2 is a fiont view of the assembly including a lever, door cutaway, door stop cutaway, and a 
door jamb cutaway for reference; 

FIG. 3 is a right projection view of the assembly including a lever, door cutaway, door stop 
cutaway, and a door jamb cutaway for referrace; 

FIG. 4 is an isometric view of the assembly including a lever, door cutaway, door stop cutaway, 
and a door jamb cutaway for ref^ence; 

FIG. 5 is a top isometric view of the downward stopper; 

FIG. 6 is a bottom isometric view of ttie downward stoppei^ 

FIG. 7 is a top isometric view of the upward stopper; 

FIG. 8 is a bottom isometric view of the upward stopper, 

FIG. 9 is an «cploded isometric view of tixe downward stopper and lever in initial assembly 
orientation for reference; 

FIG. 10 is an exploded isometric view of flie assembly including a lever for reference; 

FIG. 11 is a front view of the assembly in a downward locked condition including a lever, door 
cutaway, door stop cutaway, and a door jamb cutaway for reference; 

FIG. 12 is a front view of the assembly in an upward locked condition including a lever, door 
cutaway, door stop cutaway, and a door jamb cutaway for reference; 

FIG. 13 is a rendered isometric view of the assembly installed on a right-handed door including a 
lever for reference. 

FIG. 14 is a r^dered isometric view of the assembly installed on a left-handed door including a 
lever for reference. 

V. Detailed Description of the Invention 

According to the invention an access-limiting door lever stopper includes a downward stopper 12 
and an upward stopper 10. When installed over an existmg lever 20, this invention will limit 
both clockwise and counterclockwise rotation of a door lever 20 with the intent of limiting the 
ability of the door 14 to whidi the lever is attached to be opened. Both components of this 
invention are symmetrical, and will work for both left-handed (FIG. 14) and right-handed (FIG, 
13) doors. 

FIG. 5 and FIG. 6 include details of the downward stopper 12; two rotation-limiting cylinders 22, 
one on either side, a lever post 24, a jamb post 26, and a lever hub rest 28. 
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FIG. 7 and FIG. 8 include details of the upward stopper 10; two finger tabs 30, one on either 
side, a lever post 32, a jamb post 34, two flexible lever hub retaining ears 36, one on either side, 
two rotation-limiting slots 38, one on either side, and a center recess 40. 

For installation, with the door open and the lever 20 rotated upward so as to be approximately 
perpendicular to the floor as shown in FIG. 9, the downward stopper 12 is placed over the hub 44 
such that the hub rest 28 comes into contact with it, and the lever is allowed to return to its 
preloaded state as shown in Figure 10, placing the downward stopper in a captured position. The 
upward stopper 10, which is recessed 40 so as to accommodate the downward stopper geometry, 
is then placed over the downward stopper, and the slots 38 in the upward stopper snap around the 
cylinders 22 in the downward stopper. With the two components assembled, the door may be 
closed. The operator may have to temporarily rotate the lever so as to allow the door to be 
closed. When the door has been closed, the invention will be in its operating state. 

In its operating state, as depicted by FIG. 11, the door lever 20 has a downward preload that 
forces the downward stopper to engage the door stop 18. As the door lever is rotated downward, 
the underside 42 of the lever engages the downward stopper's lever post 33 at the interface 50, 
causing the downward stopper to rotate in the same downward direction which in turn causes the 
downward stopper's jamb post 26 to ragage the door stop 18 at the interface 48 resulting in 
resistance to further downward rotation. Likewise, as depicted by FIG. 12, as the door lever is 
rotated upward, the top side 44 of the lever engages the upward stopper's lever post 32 at the 
interface 54, causing the upward stopper to rotate in the same upward direction which in turn 
causes the upward stopper's jamb post 34 to engage the door stop 18 resulting in resistance to 
further upward rotation. 

When an operator of sufficient means wishes to open the door, they do so by using the forefinger 
and thumb to press together the finger tabs 30 of the upward stopper, lift and disengage the 
upward stopper. The lever is then free to rotate upwards so as to allow the door to be opened. 
Also, the interface between the upward stopper and the lever hub 44 is such that an operator of 
sufficient means may provide enough torque when rotating the door lever upward to force the 
retaining ears 36 to flex and allow the upper stopper to lift off of the lever hub so that the lever is 
allowed to rotate upward enough to allow the door to be opraed. 

There are two methods of use of this invention. The preferred is to use both the upward and 
dGwnvvsrd ctoppsrc-as described above. Hcv/ever, if one v.dshes not to use ttie upv/ard stopper, 
tiie downward stopper alone will resist downward rotation only, leaving upward rotation 
unrestrained. 

The lever posts and jamb posts of both the upward and downward stoppers are of appropriate 
geometry to contact all necessary points on tiie door, door stop and lever providing added 
stability when stationary or when in operation. 

The preferred embodiments of both the upward stopper and the downward stopper are depicted 
by the rendered images of FIG. 13 and FIG. 14 showing the aesthetic curves and contours of the 
design. The approximate dimensions of the components are also depicted in FIG. 13 making this 
invention suitable for any lever-operated, hinged cabinet doors or room doors a home. The 
preferred materials would be plastics; nylon, polypropylene families or similar. 



VI. Claims 

1 . An access-limiting door lever stopper for existing door lever assembled to existing door 
assembly requires no disassembly or modification of existing door hardware. 

2. The access-limiting door lever stopper in claim 1 which includes a downward stopper and 
an upward stopper. 

3. The access-limiting door lever stopper in claim 1 which is symmetrical and will work for 
both left-handed and right handed doors as well as inward and outward opening doors. 

4. The access-limiting door lever stopper in claim 1 which works in apphcation by 

. capturing an existing door lever and limiting rotation by using the existing door stop. 

5. The access-limiting door lever stopper in claim 1 in which an operator of sufficient 
means may open the door. 

6. The access-limiting door lever stopper in claim 1 less the upward stopper which will 
resist downward rotation only, leaving upward rotation unrestrained. 

7. The access-limiting door lever stopper in claim 1 in which the lever posts and jamb posts 
of both the upper and downward stoppers are of appropriate geometry to contact all 
necessary points on the door, door stop and door jamb providing added stabiUty when 
stationary or when in operation. 
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